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The Huvhes Atrcraﬂ. cngmeet ar-
rested last t week ona charge of sell:.
ing secret documents toa suspected
Polish intelligencé. officer.. was“an
‘outgoing man.who lovéd thé good:
. life_and as_a result fell victim to.a:
. “classic kind of comp 0
. éral Sources say. i 21t Rl
¥ - With the case. the}.erigx
lellam Hoiden Bell,:and the Pole,
_"Marian W, Zacharski,;set 18 go bé <
“'foré a federal grdnd jury, loday, % 5
eral facets of Bell's life! ‘e b gm"
Jnmg to come into focus.’ _

“ On the surface, he seemcd ahun
hkely spy. Hewas A UCLA graduate
with a degree in physics whose first ]
pb in:1952, was with, _Hughes'
craft. a company. hé hever left. L

%/ He éarned about.$50,000, a~fyear
“and wad trusted; enough to galn a’

““secrét”, clearance -that, gave; hln: ]

"dechss 1o classified docimients
Hughes El chundoplanL_ A

l’- ‘r

By PFNELOPE MeMILLIAN and EVEN MAXWELL Times Stoff ]

..In his pm‘_a;e lee, the 614

’2e r\r (341

::o d'Bell ‘was an asplring author of

¥ spy riovels. :He .wrote;at, least, one’
wmanuscnpt that featured a- James’

3 Band:like hero Who loved gourmet

food and beautiful: women..ln  fhat -
lery, tl*c hero’ goes 1o, yorl; #wﬂ.h £

: Bell lived constantly on the bririk of.
% % financial = dxsaster =X Records show-

2that he was deeply-m debt from the:

n}omen{

" &nd gther; debts.
il the eapionage
,as A°5pY, appear,t
", gered by d finanélal ¢rigis that did:
v ,af tér the bankruptcy action. 3 fa‘i
-+.5The;affidavit. _subimitiéd, by FBI.
hagehts, até Bell'sya
gespiéh ge .charges Yai
34 an =th

the én neer

he' ,w n; 10, work for a _})V-‘i

an RS
““Federél a ents who nvestlg ated
o s tase sald his ackiitiés]
jeeh trighy

dalgmnents on’

:Polé. becameé.:friendsbes:

. ABy wife and I'were indebte

r) ..}nx;rv

(Y]

2 A key event occurred i 1até 1578 when the
;.‘13~bulldmg complex wag, co Verted to con-j

. <k
E che af <OUrccs sald B L desperate"for,.
.money to. ‘buya condo inium; apartment,:
' dareed 1o, fakk $5,000 anfl theii; '17,000-fro0
Zacharsln i rpturn for' s ret docuinents.;
% BEventually, ,ac 6rdm to Bell's dwh admisii]
‘Hons to FBI l{nvns,llg;tors, he was pald fote?
an $110, coqlm curAréncy and gold for secrel.;
:documentsrelatéd to U.S. weapons plans & ‘N
2 3 Bell,. freea on $50,000.bail, reportedly told .
<KBI agents he first gave Zacharski, the U. N
i"epresenlgt.we of a Polish.machinery compa’
, onlg&pon Jejassified material; But once he!
iccepted the. /Pole’s;money, jhel folt he. had
been compromxsed and might lose his job. So ]

h A!mosl a Clicbe e

Iy The vulnerabrhty of a man in personal’ debl

ﬁho has access 10 defense secrets is almost’ a

(Cliche,, but {FBL: ‘clunterintelligence” experts*

say forexgn bper tives frequcntly exploit it
They said Bell was a lxkely target for such’
loitalion} because his! financial problems
ere chromc a’rxd long:standing,::; ‘.’
"8 Superior edurt fecords, of his ‘197

om his first wife, Eleanor, cofitain a decla

?&:on from Béll thal by thé lime he had grad“"

ted from-UCLA in 1952 thé couplé was&ini?
bted {o.the extent of several’ thdusand pol-j
CER

Lid “3 4.1 & L%
{ o2
f Bills Increascd \” ° ?‘f
,?Despnté lncr‘éased ‘eathings v?hehlhqi( a?4
ired by . Hughes;’ ,*he.,contlrlued,l q“ ﬂr}
debtedness incteased”; / edB y-March,

10 the ' exten zél i
pprommately $35,000,”:not ﬂcludmg ‘s loah'
. ntheerestLosAngeleshOme.,;,, ' ]g; 1/

Bell chose Lo move 10 Brussels, Belg um
"1974, to work for Hughes’ internafional. dwll
dlon. He wab partly attracted, he said, by vy

eeipt of !wmg expenses, allowances . -} 172

d bonusds’ that’ .. : would mcreKSe the
amountof spendable income.” -

} T Bt he contintied; “As 4 result of numerous o
{Favel: lodglng and- touring expénses ifleurred -
by Tnytwife and family, our debtedness tohss
bititled foincrease.” o Mwsd % n L Hd 91

Wlnle ln-Brussel.v,.he met,flila theraert,\,
Y'an: Bttractive dark-hatred woman 24 years

“‘one*’of ! whom,

iyyopnger.thah he was. According tolthe rec~
K prdm he began living with herln late'lBM. Y

¢ %' Whén Bell'réturned to the Unitéd State$ in’ l
1976 they contmued 10 live together, Due to-

nhxs debts. the declaration continued; “I could :
not quahfy to rent acar,” to get to work T

EY .Hh divorde,as granted in Los Angclcs in:
‘September 1976."He filed for a’ license to *
"*marry 'Gheeraert,* now cmployed by Pan o
* American Alrways,aweck latep & ol
i Béll had' three children by:his first. wlfe.l
‘Kevin;; 1d1ed,m'1975 ) One |
“Hughes employee said ﬁell had been so wellJ
Hliked B§ his co-workers that some had tried | !

to help out. thh the medical expenses L |

i Remembermg th “the'; employeef- ald,jl
,there has been at'Hughes;:somewhat of a’:
betrayed “feeling ‘among. those .. who knew ;
hxm. alorig with ‘;surprise and shock.”} s 5.4 4

#!In_the PlayA-del Rey’ complex where. Bell .
and Zachareskx lived, Bell. . Was, ‘kndwn as an
“affable, wltl.y and’ generous ‘man,.About. a,

> year ago, one nexghbor recalled. Bell replaced
this medium sized Clisvrolet with a réd Cadil- !
ilac with a white vmyl top and sunroof TR
fThe first time the neighbor saw. Bell ditv="
Ang It; he recalled, : 'Bell was Wearing a Pana-)!
Jma hat‘and. sun- glasses; and I thought how: !
much that was like him G AN
55 It was also about'a’y ‘ag that Burbank |

”Dally Review: enterkamment writer: Leigh’ |
. Spear. Was approached by ‘Bell to rewr;te a I

¢ - 5pY novel he had hopes 6f geltmg published.’ \"l
'i¢: Bell’s hefo, Spear Wibte in a recént United |
1Press Internatmnal storyW'worked {5 for &' ’

$U.S. arms manufactiirer, thwarting ‘Arab bad

7 guys whileliving it ilp with golxrmet fdod and"

ﬁinterestmg womep,;_? sdpennid t‘i%' ‘ﬂr

......

s, i the book; he works with for'exgnr agems
-8t CIA request, gets double-crossed windsup
“the prisoner of “Arab villains? and then es-!
‘capes by converting a skiff into a battleship. ¢
#-Spéar; expresseq doubts that, the book was
pubhshable .even, il rewrltten.l buh.nOne~_
gtheleSS he sald heme seyeral {{meg with Bell.
- Once ot twice he mehtioned to e‘that his |
Hyork at Hughes was top Secrét and he had to
"be careful,” Spear wrote, “He mhintained that
‘he was under surveillange by the CIANZI 1
:thought he was bélng ovér tramatic. A
-+’ Since the airest, Speaf said in an interview,-
Bell has contacted lum several {imes: "He's a
father despérate map.” Spear said. “He real-
jzes Xhat he has done. He got trapped by his | !
gree " MR
:’;But the rcason Bell callea hir, Spear said, |
ivas: “He wani to know what prospects the .
book hasin light of these events.” :
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